
CHURCH OF THE HOLY 
NATIVITY 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

Sunday 
Holy Eucharist  -  8 & 10 a.m. 

Tuesday, 11:30 
Sunday School  -  9:45 a.m. 

 
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Mon. thru Fri.  -  9 a.m.  -  12:00 p.m. 

 

Parish Office 781-335-2030 
Rector  781-974-7392 

 
E- Mail: 

office@holynativityweymouth.org 
 

WEBSITE: 

www.holynativityweymouth.org 
 

The Rev. Harold G. Birkenhead, Rector 
The Rev. Brad Hultman, Asst. Priest 

Casey Hannan, Organist & Choirmaster 
Peg Driscoll, Secretary 
Bob Thomas, Sexton 
Brian Smith, Warden 

Steve Williams, Warden 

 

IF YOU WANT IT... 

 
help, or we just don’t have the tal-
ent, knowledge or strength to vol-
unteer. And if by some crazy no-
tion you feel as though you have 
nothing to offer and are therefore 
afraid to commit to a ministry here 
at Holy Nativity, please remember 
how amazing it is that God can 
take the smallest talent and turn it 
into the biggest story;  
 
 Moses, who had a small stick 

placed in his hands by God and 
ended up parting the Red Sea 
and leading God’s people to 
freedom. 

 David had a small stone placed 
in his hand when he struck 
down Goliath leading Israel to 
victory over the enormous ar-
my of the Philistines. 

 A small boy had a tiny loaf of 
bread, but given into the hands 
of Jesus fed 5000 people. 

 The whole world was changed 
by God’s gift of a small child 
one night in Bethlehem. 

 
So again, if you’re of the impres-
sion that you have nothing to offer 
Holy Nativity, or if you feel GOD 
can't use you in ministry, just re-
member, 
 
 Noah was a drunk and Abra-

ham was too old. 
 Isaac was a daydreamer and 

Jacob was a liar. 
 Leah was said to be ugly and 

Joseph was abused. 
 Moses had a stuttering problem 

and Gideon was afraid of his 
own shadow. 

 
Con’t page 2 

For these past few years my Sep-
tember article for Holy Happen-
ings has been entitled “If you 
want it, come and get it!” These 
were words from an old song writ-
ten years ago and most likely is 
still the theme I would like to 
abide by for the beginning of this 
new liturgical season. 
 
With the end of August drawing 
near, September’s activities are a 
harbinger of a new liturgical sea-
son. Many Church activities will 
begin and programs will be sched-
uled for our Church Family. It is 
this edition of Holy Happening in 
which you receive a slight over-
view of what to expect in the up-
coming months and so let me 
begin by first addressing Home-
coming Sunday. 
 
On Sunday, September 17th 
(Homecoming Sunday) there will 
be a ministry fair, very much like 
a job fair. On this Sunday we will 
serve coffee and allow everyone 
to sign up (tables will be accom-
panied with signup sheets for each 
ministry). You will have an op-
portunity to help our Church grow 
in strength, love and spirituality 
by volunteering to assist both my-
self and Father Brad in various 
areas of ministry. 
 
Now.... although many of us feel 
as though we may not be able to 
Con’t next column 

   

  Volume 25 Issue 8 September 2017  

  HOLY HAPPENINGS 



HOLY HAPPENINGS Page 2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Wardens 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  NURSERY, ALTAR GUILD, 
VOLUNTEERING FOR THE 
HOLLY FAIR, PASTORAL 
CARE. Other ministries to consid-
er participating IN ARE; 
 
Sunday educational programs such 
as some good refresher courses on 
The History of the Episcopal 
Church, How to use your Book of 
Common Prayer BCP , The im-
portance of Prayer and Meditation 
and a newer course entitled “The 
Moses Code.” Later in the year 
Holy Nativity will be presenting 
the Holly Fair on November 10th 
and 11th . We will see the return of 
Dickens Caroling on Saturday De-
cember 9th as well as the Boston 
Pops Concert by the Rusty Skip-
pers on December 17th . Yes it is 
all here at Holy Nativity an all 
here just waiting for you to volun-
teer, to participate and enjoy, but 
mostly just being here. So..... “If 
you want it, here it is, come and 
get it! 
 
Blessings to all, 
Fr. Harry 
 

 

 

 

 

New to the  

2017 Holly Fair 
 
This year, there will be a new 
offering at the Holly Fair, called 
the “Scratch Ticket Board”. We 
ask any one who can to donate 1 
or 2 lottery scratch tickets leave 
them to the church office. The 
tickets will be displayed in a 
poster frame. Raffle tickets will 
be sold to win all the scratch 
tickets donated. 
 

Fr. Harry’s Letter continued 
 

 Rahab was a harlot and Elijah 
was suicidal. 

 Isaiah preached naked and 
Jonah ran from God. 

 Naomi was a widow and Sam-
son had long hair as well as 
being a womanizer. 

 Jeremiah and Timothy were 
too young and David had an 
affair and was also a murder-
er. 

 Job went bankrupt and Peter 
denied Christ. 

 The Disciples fell asleep 
while praying and Martha 
worried about everything. 

 The Samaritan woman was 
divorced, more than once and 
Zacchaeus was too small. 

 Paul was too religious, Timo-
thy had an ulcer and Lazarus 
was dead! 

 
All of them thought they could 
never be used as a vehicle for 
God’s ministry on earth but God 
took them, as small as they were, 
and changed the world. 
 
Let me list a few of the ministries 
you may wish to participate in. 
Please remember that with your 
help, our parish can excel in 
God’s ministry beyond our wild-
est dream and yes, change the 
world, regardless of how small.  
Without you we will all find our 
ministries here searching for 
hope. S0… please help, don’t 
wait to be asked but listen to 
God’s call. 
 
Help will be wanted for the fol-
lowing ministries; 
 
Participation in becoming a; 
CHOIR, ACOLYTES (not just 
for kids), EUCHARISTIC MIN-
ISTERS, SUNDAY SCHOOL 
HELP, HEALING STATION,  

Wardens’ Report 
 
Here’s hoping that you’re having a 
good summer as we look ahead to 
it soon turning to fall. Things in 
and around the church this summer 
have been running smoothly. Soon 
we will all be back to more activi-
ties and looking forward to many 
events and projects here.  Just 
check out the calendar in this edi-
tion of Holy Happenings or the 
master calendar outside the door of 
Peg’s office. 
 
For those of you individuals and 
families fairly new to this church 
family,  Welcome! You will how 
active a church this is and feel free 
to jump in at any time when you 
feel comfortable to do so. 
 
By now you have all received the 
letter in the mail about the stained 
glass windows project  (aka “Save 
Our Glass”). There is also a copy 
of that important letter in this edi-
tion of Holy Happenings. In the 
future we will announce a day and 
date when the representative from 
Associated Glass-Willet Hauser 
Architectural Glass will visit us to 
explain the repairs and answer any 
questions. Please see Fr. Harry, the 
Executive Committee or Vestry 
members until then. 
 
So with that, wherever your travels 
have taken you this summer, we 
hope that is was a safe, happy and 
healthy journey. Your family here 
at the Church of the Holy Nativity 
will be waiting to welcome you 
back home. As always, we look 
forward to seeing you in church. 
We appreciate your prays and sup-
port. 
 
God’s peace to you, 
Brian Smith 
Steve Williams 
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Dear Holy Nativity Family Member, 
 
We would like to have a few moments of your time, so thanks in advance for reading this letter. It all boils 
down to simple math, well maybe not simple, but here’s the equation. How can 48,000 = 227,000? It’s a matter 
of making an investment for the future. Here at Holy Nativity, we believe that we have some of the most ele-
gant, beautiful and precious stained glass windows anywhere. 
 
Recently in inspecting the property and buildings, it was noticed that age and elements were causing damage 
to the stained glass and viewed that putty was drying and falling inside the Plexiglas sheets giving us a visible 
sign of some issues. Upon further investigation, Fr. Harry and Jim Kimball contacted some glass experts for 
guidance and some professional insight into what we were looking at for repairs. One of those companies, As-
sociated Crafts based in MN, gave us a detailed and comprehensive report on the status of our windows. 
 
It was eye opening as we found out that the lead, support braces, protective covering and some glass panels 
themselves were feeling their age due to the four seasons that we endure (not the Frankie Valli ones) and 
needed attention, a lot of attention. The vestry and Executive Committee have discussed and support having 
this much needed work performed by this highly recommended company and this is where that equation 
comes in. If we can invest roughly (give or take a couple of grand) $48,000 to repair and restore and preserve 
the windows we will be protecting the $227,000 assessed value of all the stained glass in the church proper. 
Makes a lot of sense when you think about it. To quote our Treasurer Jim Kimball, “We have all the money we 
need….it’s just still in your (our) pockets.” 
 
To support this investment, we are asking you to join with the vestry in supporting this delicate and extremely 
crucial undertaking using Associated Crafts to perform the work. We ask that you contribute what you can and 
as a family raise the necessary funds for what we could essentially call “Save Our Glass” (just a little LOL there). 
Any amount is welcome, however if you donate $500 or more, a copy of the book “Sermons In Glass”, the his-
tory of our windows lovingly put together by John Greene and his daughter Linda, will be yours. 
 
Updates on this project will be given through the Sunday bulletins, emails and editions of Holy Happenings 
along with our website. We are looking to have a representative from Associated Crafts to visit us at an upcom-
ing Coffee Hour in September depending on scheduling to explain the project in better detail and to answer 
questions. In the meantime, you can make your check payable to Church of The Holy Nativity and make sure 
you put Stained Glass Project on the memo line so the funds are designated. Just so you know, the fund has 
been started with some money from the general fund that had been a gift to the church as a bequest. 
 
We prayerfully ask that all of us consider donating to this crucial project. It is our hope to have the work start-
ed in the Fall of this year based on funds available and the scheduling of the work with the glass experts. Please 
feel free to contact Fr. Harry, the Executive Committee or the Vestry with any questions. 
 
May God continue to bless us all. 
 
The Executive Committee, Church of the Holy Nativity, 
Fr. Harry, Jim Kimball, Brian Smith and Steve Williams 
 

. 
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From the Wardens 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Sunday school will be starting up 
once again on Sunday, September 
24th. Class will start at 9:45. We will 
be using the two classrooms down-
stairs and the upstairs classroom again 
this year. We will use the Episcopal 
Children’s curriculum as well as hav-
ing various games and activities that 
will help us to learn about Christ, our 
church and being kind to people 
around us. In addition, our theme for 
the year will be “KINDNESS 
ROCKS!” We will have activities and 
lessons focusing on being kind to one 
another, random acts of kindness and 
paying it forward. It’s going to be an 
exciting year! 
 
If anyone would like to be on a volun-
teer list for Sunday school, please sign 
up or speak to Maryann Gurney.  
Sometimes we have a project or activ-
ity and may need some extra hands.  
Sunday, October 1st is the Feast of St. 

Francis and the Blessing of the Pets at 

church. After the 10:00 a.m. service, 

BARN BABIES will make a return 

appearance! Once again we will have 

live farm animals for children and 

adults to hold and pet and cuddle.  

Many of you had the pleasure of ex-

periencing this wonderful animal 

event last year. If you didn’t, you 

won’t want to miss the opportunity 

this year to cuddle a bunny or a kitten, 

see a baby goat in a diaper, or watch 

the potbellied pig running around in 

his pen!! Please be sure to make some 

time after church on Sunday, October 

1st to visit with the Barn Baby ani-

mals. 

History of Fudge (con’t) 

Some food historians peg the year 
at 1886, but the exact origin and 
inventor are disputed. Most stories 
claim that the first batch of fudge 
resulted from an accident with a 
bungled (“fudged”) batch of cara-
mels, when the sugar was allowed 
to recrystallize; hence the name 
from the interjection, “Oh fudge!” 
 

One of the first documentations of 
fudge is in a letter written by 
Emelyn Battersby Hartridge, then 
a student at Vassar College. She 
wrote that a schoolmate’s cousin 
made fudge in Baltimore in 1886. 
She obtained the recipe, and in 
1888, made 30 pounds of it to auc-
tion. Word of the confection 
spread to other women’s colleges. 
Wellesley and Smith developed 
their own versions of this 
“original” fudge recipe. The origi-
nal fudge recipes were famously 
delicate: Precise measurements, 
cooking time and constant stirring 
were crucial for perfect fudge. The 
recipe looks simple—heat a mix-
ture of sugar, butter and milk or 
cream to the soft-ball stage, then 
beat it to a smooth, creamy con-
sistency while it cools. But it is 
easy to undercook or overcook a 
batch (not every home cook had—
or has—a candy thermometer) and 
to end up with “crystallized” 
fudge through insufficient stirring.  
 

“Foolproof” recipes were devel-
oped for the home that included 
corn syrup, preventing crystalliza-
tion and produces smooth fudge. 
Later recipes substituted sweet-
ened condensed milk, marshmal-
low creme, or other ingredients for 
the milk/cream that were better 
guarantees of a perfect fudge tex-
ture. Of course, they didn’t guar-
antee the same creamy taste as the 
original recipe.  

History of Fudge 
 
Fudge is a drier version of fondant, 
made by boiling sugar in milk to 
the soft-ball stage and then beating 
the mixture while it cools so that it 
acquires a smooth, creamy texture. 
Fudge is an American invention:  

Mother’s Lifetime 

Recipe 
From “Favorite Recipes” 

 
2 heaping cups of patience 
2 hands of generosity 
1 headful of understanding 
1 heartful of love 
Dash of laughter 
 
Sprinkle generously with kind-
ness, add plenty of faith and 
mix well. Spread over a period 
of a lifetime and serve every-
one you meet. 
 
Submitted by Ruth Willis 

Original Toll 

House Cookie  

Recipe 
 
1 ½ cups of shortening 
1 1/8 cups of sugar 
1 1/8 cups of brown sugar 
3 eggs 
1 ½ teaspoon of salt 
3 1/8 cups of flour (King Arthur 
all purpose suggested) 
1 ½ teaspoon of hot water 
1 ½ teaspoon of baking soda 
1 ½ teaspoon of vanilla 
Chocolate chips (and walnuts) 
 
Preheat the oven to 375°F. Have 
two lightly greased or parch-
ment lined baking sheets ready. 
In a large bowl, cream together 
shortening, sugars, eggs and va-
nilla. Add flour  and salt, stir to 
combine. Stir baking soda into 
hot water, and add to dough. 
Combine thoroughly. Mix in the 
nuts and chocolate chips. Drop 
the dough by the tablespoon on-
to baking sheet. Bake for 8 to 10 
minutes for chewy cookies, 11-
13 minutes for crisp. 
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Ministries 
 
What special talents and abilities have you been blessed with? Is there something you would like to 
share with Holy Nativity? Regardless of your interests and skills, if you would like to participate in one 
or more ministries, there is something for everyone. If you pursue a ministry that requires some train-
ing, an experienced person will work with you while you learn. 
 
Sign-up sheets for ministries will be available on Homecoming Sunday, September 17. If you have any 
questions, please speak to someone currently involved in these ministries or to Fr. Harry or Fr. Brad. 
 
Acolytes carry the cross, candles and other items in procession and help in important ways throughout 
the service. This is an opportunity for church members young and old (between 9 and 99!) to develop a 
sense of reverence and understanding for the tradition and beauty entwined in the Episcopal celebra-
tion. Training is scheduled for September 9 and 16. 
 
Altar Guild is responsible for preparing the altar, flowers and linens needed for all services and church 
holidays. They make sure that the altar brass and gold shine and that the linens are crisp and white. 
They fill candles, prepare the gifts of the people for consecration. The guild works in teams, meeting 
on Saturday morning to set up for Sunday and then cleaning up following both Sunday services. 
 
Choir is an all-volunteer group of parishioners. They provide music for the 10am Sunday service and 
for many special occasions. They rehearse at 9:15 Sunday morning before the 10am service. 
 
Healing Ministers are available to pray with you during communion at St. Luke's Altar. You are wel-
come to stand or kneel to receive healing prayers. The Healing Ministers will ask you what you would 
like to pray for. All information they hear is strictly confidential. After hearing of your prayer request, 
the Healing Minister will lay his or her hands on you, pray with you and anoint your forehead. 
 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers read the appointed scripture lessons to the parish and help clergy during 
services. They also lead the recitation of the Psalm of the day and the Prayers of the People. They ad-
minister the chalices of consecrated wine during Communion. If Acolytes are not present, they often 
take on these duties. Lay Eucharistic Ministers are licensed by the Bishop. 
 
Ushers can be men, women and youths. They welcome people as they enter the church and hand out 
bulletins. They take up the collection; help parishioners who want help to and from their seats and to 
and from communion and assure that the church is neat and clean after each service. 
 
Sunday School Teachers teach the parish youth every Sunday, using the Episcopal Children’s curricu-

lum as well as having various games and activities that will help us to learn about Christ, our church 

and being kind to people around us. 

Pastoral care team coordinates with the Eucharistic Visitors to bring communion to shut-ins, help get 

transportation for parishioners who need a ride to church, make friendly visits to people at home, visit 

people in the hospital, nursing homes, rehab centers or other facilities. They also receive parishioner 

prayer requests and concerns about others in need. 

Stewardship Committee works year round, taking many forms. Stewardship here is a joyful exchange 

of Time, Talent and Treasure. Stewardship is a way to give back in whatever way we are able. 
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From the Wardens 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Wardens 
  

Holly Fair 2017 

 
This year’s Holly Fair will be on 
Friday, November 10, 3pm-8pm, 
and Saturday, November 11, 9am-
3pm., followed by a traditional 
turkey dinner on Saturday, at 
6:30pm. 
 
Many are already busy crafting, 
baking and sewing to create all the 
wonderful things sold.  
 
Watch for sign-up sheets for each 
table for those who are willing to 
help or donate items. Your help 
would be greatly appreciated even 
it’s only for an hour to give table 
chairpersons a break. Thank you 
all for last year’s successful fair 
and hope that this year’s will be 
even better! 
 
The Holly Fair Committee 
 

As a Parish,  

We pray for: 
 

Adam Rubinski 
Arthur Jacobs 

Bobby Chadbourne 
Cathy 
Chris 

Corinne 
Devin 

Elana Brant 
Eliot 

Ellie Gowen 
Hazel Brunelle 

John & Billie Greene 
John 
Judy 

Karen 
Ken 
Kim 

Lucille Olson 
Madelyn Ward 

Maggie 
Marie 

Marion 
Mary M. 

Maryanne 
Michael 

Myrtle Perkins 
Paige 
Peter 

Phil Stephan 
Ray Thorne 

Rich G. 
Rick 

Rocky 
Sophia 

Tommy Chadbourne 
Tony 

Coffee Hour Hosts  

Needed 

 
Participate in the ministry of 
hospitality! Coffee supplies, 
cups, plates and napkins are 
supplied. All the host needs to 
do is make the coffee, provide 
simple snacks and clean up. To 
make it even easier, pair up 
with a co-host and split the du-
ties. 
 
Please sign up on the Coffee 
Hour sheet in the Asher-
Stoddard Hall.  

 

Ministry Fair 
 
On Homecoming Sunday, Sep-
tember 17, there will be a Minis-
try Fair in Asher Stoddard Hall 
with sign up sheets available for 
each ministry. 

Food First 

Sunday 
 

Food First Sundays. will be Sun-
day, September 3. The pantry 
would appreciate donations of 
paper goods. 
Thank you for your continued 
generosity of the Weymouth 
Food Pantry.. 

Contributions to  

Holy Happenings 
 

Is there a special event in your 
life you would like to share? Do 
you know of a concert or play 
you think would be of interest 
to others? Do you have a recipe 
to share? If you do, please sub-
mit the information to the 
church office to be included in 
an upcoming issue of Holy 
Happenings. 

Acolyte Training 
 
Acolyte training will be held on 
Saturday, September 9, and the 
following Saturday, September 
16 at 10am. Anyone interested 
between the ages of 9 and 99 
are encouraged to sign up. 
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Vestry 

 
The next Vestry meeting will be 
Wednesday, September 20, 2017 
at 7:30 pm following a service of 
Compline at 7:00 pm. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Walk to  

End Alzheimer’s 

 
To My Parish Family, 
 
I am so grateful to all of you who 
have supported Rocky and me 
through a difficult year with your 
prayers, special thoughts and love. I 
once again this year will be partici-
pating in the "Walk To End Alzhei-
mer's" on September 16, 2017. Your 
support would be most appreciated. 
There will be donation forms that can 
be completed and either mailed in or 
left for me in the Parish Office.  
 
Thank you. Blessings,  
Carol  
 
Carol Ann Ruggiero's Walk to End 
Alzheimer's Page  
 

Donation forms are available on 
the tables in front of the church 
office. 

 

From the Wardens 
  

Tuesday Morning 

Eucharist  

and Luncheon  
 
Mid-week Eucharist and luncheon 
resumes on Tuesday, September 
26. Come and enjoy quiet worship, 
followed by a light lunch complete 
with fellowship and good conversa-
tion. 
 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 
The deadline for OCTOBER  
2017 Holy Happenings will be 
Thursday, September 14. Arti-
cles may be submitted via snail 
mail, dropped off in the bin on the 
office door or sent by email to  the 
church office. 
Thank you. 

 

Home Communion 
 

If you or a loved one is unable to 
get to church to celebrate the Eu-
charist at any time during the year, 
please call the office at 781-335-
2030 to schedule a Home Com-
munion with Fr. Harry of Fr. Brad. 
The visit will be arranged at your 
convenience. 

 

Contact 

Information 
 
If you’re new or not, but the 
church doesn’t have your current 
phone number, address or email, 
please be sure notify the office 
with any updates. Depending on 
the circumstances and your wish-
es, the information can be shared 
with the parish via email or the 
bulletin. 

http://act.alz.org/site/TR;jsessionid=00000000.app241a?pg=personal&px=10887028&fr_id=10480&NONCE_TOKEN=6A0962E964725D69F8A638FBD615AB5C
http://act.alz.org/site/TR;jsessionid=00000000.app241a?pg=personal&px=10887028&fr_id=10480&NONCE_TOKEN=6A0962E964725D69F8A638FBD615AB5C
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Mission Statement 

 
The family of the Church of the 
Holy Nativity is called to be a car-
ing community, committed to spir-
itual development; encouraging 
growth in each member’s personal 
relationship with God, through 
Christ; by providing educational 
opportunities for youth and adults 
as well as Christian Formation for 
all, going forth to share God’s mes-
sage of love and forgiveness. 
 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

 

September 4 

Labor Day—Office 

Closed 

 

September 9 & 16 

Acolyte Training 

 

September 9 

Weymouth Garden 

Club 

 

September 14 

Holy Happenings  

articles due 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

 

September 17 

Homecoming  

Sunday 

 

September 20 

Compline and Vestry 

Meeting 

 

September 21 

Women’s Evening 

Group 

 

September 24 

Sunday School Starts 

 

            


