
CHURCH OF THE HOLY 
NATIVITY 

 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

Sunday 
Holy Eucharist  -  8 & 10 a.m. 

Sunday School  -  9:30 a.m. 
 

NURSERY AVAILABLE  
 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Mon. thru Fri.  -  9 a.m.  -  12:00 p.m. 

 

Parish Office 781-335-2030 
Rector  781-974-7392 

 
E- Mail: 

office@holynativityweymouth.org 
 

WEBSITE: 

www.holynativityweymouth.org 
 

The Rev. Harold G. Birkenhead, Rector 
The Rev. Brad Hultman, Asst. Priest 

Casey Hannan, Organist & Choirmaster 
Peg Driscoll, Secretary 
Bob Thomas, Sexton 
Brian Smith, Warden 

Steve Williams, Warden 

Welcome Back!  

 

full and well attended. Homecom-
ing Sunday we hope will produce 
sign-up sheets for ministries filled 
with more new names of those 
wishing to become an active part 
of those ministries so much in 
need of further assistance. 

 

Every year Fr. Brad and I settle 
down over a cup of coffee and 
hash out programs we hope will 
stimulate your interest and perpet-
uate your heart and mind toward a 
greater understanding of your 
faith, your Church and your love 
for God. This year we've decided 
on an ongoing program beginning 
on the 9th of October entitled 
Christian Practice and Spirituali-
ty. This program will run all year 
long and we guarantee it to be a 
rewarding experience, regardless 
of what portion you wish to attend. 
Fr. Brad ‘s article gives you a brief  
introduction and a flyer with dates, 
times and description of each class 
will be available soon. 

 

There is really so much to look 
forward to during this upcoming 
season and so much thanks to all 
who have participated in keeping 
our parish alive, vigorous and hap-
py. I will however end with a clos-
ing thought and that is to please 
remember that all of our events 
and activities are means by which 

(cont’d pg. 2) 

 
 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
Usually when September arrives, 
the weather becomes a harbinger 
for the autumn, the produce from 
our Community Garden slowly 
shows signs of coming to its’ end 
and Charlene prepares to vest it 
for the cold winter. But as I write 
this article, many places are still 
using air conditioning (even the 
Church) and the temperature is 
still in the high 70's low 80's and 
it seems we are all confused 
whether to place our summer 
clothing away for the year or lin-
ger a while in the comfort of our 
summer attire dictated by the 
warm temperature. Regardless of 
the lingering feeling of summer 
our Parish is in the process of pre-
paring for another busy liturgical 
season with programs, presenta-
tions and celebrations. 

 

I believe we can all admit it is ex-
citing when our youngsters return 
invigorating our parish with the 
chit and chatter of new life. Sun-
day School begins and the proces-
sion of the children is a welcom-
ing sight indeed. The choir returns 
all vested and preparing them-
selves for another wonderful sea-
son of music, although our con-
gregation had the company of the 
dedicated choir during the sum-
mer. Acolytes return and the sanc-
tuary begins to look different,  

   

  Volume 24 Issue 8 October, 2016  

  HOLY HAPPENINGS 



HOLY HAPPENINGS Page 2 

 
 

That I was leaving you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

p very quick, and we would 
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Annual Intergenerational 
Christmas Pageant, which will 
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have had a wonderful time the 

It seemed almost impossible 
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Adult Education 

Program 

 
Beginning this fall, Fr. Harry and I 

are conducting a class on Christian 

Practice and Spirituality, beginning 

with scriptures, common prayer in 

the prayer book and going through 

early church development, early 

monastic practices, women and men 

in the Bible and finally, prayer, 

meditation and personal devotion, in 

both theory and practice. 

 

The course will be an ongoing 

event, of which you may enter and 

leave at any point. Sign up sheets 

are posted in the parish hall. 

 

If you have any questions, please 

speak to either Fr. Harry or myself. 

 

God Bless 

Fr. Brad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Wardens 
  

Wardens’ Report 
 

 

As this issue of Holy Happenings 
was going to print, the vestry had 
not yet met so this month's War-
dens Report is very short, but we 
will have a full report next month. 
 
We are excited about the soon to be 
released updated version of the  
Holy Nativity website. Peg has 
been working hard on the new site, 
as we will be moving it to another 
host source and program that al-
lows us to have much more control 
of the site. In looking at the pre-
view we are looking forward to it's 
launch so stay tuned.  
 
Please keep an eye on the ever busy 
calendar in this edition of Holy 
Happenings and make sure that you 
keep in mind how you can help out 
with this years edition of the Holly 
Fair coming up in November. 
 
Until the next issue, may God con-
tinue to bless this wonderful parish 
family and we look forward to see-
ing you in church. 
 
Peace from your wardens, 
Brian Smith & Steve Williams 
 

 
 

 

Looking Forward 
 
(cont’d from page 1) 

 
we seek to glorify God and grow 
closer to him and to one another. 
All our events and activities can-
not happen without you so I look 
forward to being with you on this 
shared journey we are all experi-
encing in our praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God. 

This letter comes to you with my 
prayers and blessings. 

  Fr. Harry  

 

With Thanks! 
 

My sincere appreciation to those 
of you who supported  me in the 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s on Sep-
tember 17h.  It was emotional, in-
spirational, heartwarming and 
heart-wrenching, all at the same 
time. This is truly a wonderful or-
ganization that is so committed to 
finding a cure for this dreadful dis-
ease, as well as offering so much 
support for those suffering with 
Alzheimer's or those impacted by 
the disease as Caregivers, Support-
ers or having lost someone. It was 
great having a much larger Team 
Rocky this year, including Nancy 
Crosby.   
 
I am forever grateful to you for 
your support and was able to reach 
a total of over 2900 in donations 
for this worthy cause.  
 
Anyone who is still interested in 
supporting my Walk, may do 
so.  The donation could either be 
left in the Church Office  or please 
give me a call at 781 690 1219.   
 
Blessings, 
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Holly Fair 
 

November 11 and 12 are rapidly 

approaching. There’s still time to 

finish up those projects and clean 

out your attic. Watch for signup 

sheets for each table for those who 

are willing to help or donate any 

items. Your help is always greatly 

appreciated, even if it is only for an 

hour. 

 

I want to thank everyone for last 

year’s successful fair and hope that 

this year’s will top that one! 

 

For the Holly Fair Committee,  

Jim Kimball 

 

 

Recipe Corner 

 
From “Bountiful New Beginnings” 

 

APPLE CRISP 

  

10 McIntosh apples 

1/3 cup melted butter 

1 cup flour 

1 egg 

1 1/2 cup sugar 

1 1/2 tspn cinnamon 

 

Peel, cut and slice 10 apples 

Sugar Mixture: Mix 1 1/2 tspn cin-

namon with 1/2 cup white sugar. 

Flour Mixture: 1 cup flour, 1 cup 

sugar, 1/3 cup melted butter and 1 

egg. 

Mix sliced apples with the sugar 

mixture and spread in a casserole 

dish. Spread the flour mixture on 

top.  

Bake at 375 degree for 45 minutes.  

 

Submitted by Sharon Clifford 

From the Wardens 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silent Auction continued 

let us know in the office, and we'll 
add them to our list. Many thanks 
for your help in the past; we look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Donated items could be:  crystal, 
jewelry, gift baskets, oil/watercolor 
paintings, figurines, unused furni-
ture, current electronic items un-
used, handmade quilts, dolls, com-
forters, good quality sheet sets, 
handmade wood painted items, 
signed baseball/basketball cards, 
giftware, collectibles, gift certifi-
cates, - or other items you may 
have received as gifts as gifts but 
never used, and don't forget your 
china cabinets. 

One last request, that you have 
your donated item(s) here at the 
church no later than October 31st . 
This will give us time to put the 
items into the Silent Auction get-
ting them prepared and cataloged 
etc. This is would be greatly appre-
ciated and will help with any last 
minute confusion or the item not 
making it into the auction room. 
Thank you all for your effort and 
participation as part of our church 
family.  
 

Silent Auction 

For many years the Silent Auction 
has been an important element of 
the Fair and has enjoyed success 
thanks to the generosity of many 
of our local businesses and the 
time and treasures given by our 
parishioners. 

However, for us to continue to be 
successful, we need once again to 
call on the Parish for your assis-
tance. We are looking for quality 
gifts to put on display in our Silent 
Auction Room. These can be hand 
made crafts, crystal and silver that 
have been “gently” used or simply 
gifts that you might like to “re-
gift”. As you would guess, we tend 
to have more success when people 
have donated items people can see 
and touch. 

We are also looking for baskets to 
be donated valued between $25 - 
$50 or the items to put into a bas-
ket, which we can put together for 
you. A few ideas for baskets: 
Sports, Baking, Kids Books, Wine 
& Cheese, Coffee/Breakfast, Spa/
Manicure, Beach, Golf, Movie 
Night at Home, Fitness, Pets (Dog 
or Cat items), Arts & Crafts, Team 
Spirit (Red Sox, Pats, Revolution, 
Weymouth, Abington), Knitting, 
Sewing.  Use your imagination!!   

The Auction Committee sends let-
ters to a large number of business-
es seeking their help; many re-
spond. If you are a frequent visitor 
of some business that you feel 
would be open to making a dona-
tion, check with Terri Williams 
(terriw51@comcast.net) or the 
Church Office first to see if they 
are already on our list. If they 
aren't, why not ask them if they 
would care to make a donation; 
you might be surprised. Many are 
waiting to be asked. If you don't 
feel comfortable asking, just 
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Sunday School 
 
 
Sunday, October 2nd is the Feast of 
St. Francis and the Blessing of the 
Animals at church. After the 10:00 
a.m. service we will also have a vis-
it from BARN BABIES, a company 
that will be bringing live farm ani-
mals for children and adults to hold 
and pet and cuddle.  I have had the 
pleasure of experiencing this won-
derful animal event three or four 
times in the past and can tell you it 
is so heartwarming to see the look 
on the children’s and adults’ faces 
when they cuddle a bunny or a kit-
ten, see a baby goat in a diaper, or 
watch the potbellied pig running 
around in his pen!! Please be sure to 
make some time after church on 
Sunday, October 2nd to see the ani-
mals. 
 
We will be learning about the Fruits 
of the Spirit during the month of 
October.  Using visuals and hands 
on activities, the children will learn 
how God uses us to show his love to 
others.  
 
Sunday, October 30th we will have 
some Halloween fun talking about 
John 8:12. “When Jesus spoke again 
to the people, he said, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” We will 
be using glow sticks for this activi-
ty. 
 
There will be no Sunday school Oc-
tober 9th Columbus Day Weekend. 
 
Maryann Gurney 

 

From the Wardens 
  

 
 
 
Continue History of Blessing of the  
Animals 
 
Without reference to Francis of As-
sisi , the Jewish ceremony is often 
performed on the seventh day of 
Passover, as a celebration of the 
Hebrews’ (and their animals’) 
emancipation from slavery in 
Egypt more than 3,000 years ago. 
Such an occasion reminds humans 
to care for their pets as if they are 
more like companions than slaves. 
 
In both the Christian ceremony and 
in Jewish ceremonies, the message 
to those of us with animal compan-
ions is the same: take care of them 
as you would take care of yourself. 
Show gratitude; they are gifts from 
God. 
 
Jon M. Sweeney is the author of 
“The St. Francis Prayer Book” and 
“Light in the Dark Ages: The 
Friendship of Francis and Clare of 
Assisi.” 
 
 

 

 
History of  

Blessing of the 

Animals 

 
On Sunday, Oct. 2, churches 
around the world will celebrate 
something that St. Francis of Assi-
si started almost 800 years ago: 
blessing our animals. It was Fran-
cis who first introduced the idea 
that human beings are only one of 
a myriad of creations of God and 
all are blessed in God’s “eyes.”  
 
While St. Francis was praying 
alone to God that he glimpsed 
some birds along the path. He 
paused and began to speak to them 
as if to equals. Soon, he began to 
“preach” to them about God’s glo-
ries and all the reasons why both 
humans and birds should be grate-
ful. That day marks the first bless-
ing of the animals; the beginning 
of the environmental movement; 
the beginning of the era when we 
begin to understand ourselves as 
intrinsically connected to all of 
creation. 
 
This connection between St. Fran-
cis and animals is the single fact 
about him that most people know. 
He emphasized that creation in-
cludes more than humankind. He 
always called creatures his broth-
ers and sisters and he worked to 
further widen the fraternity to link 
humans and creatures in the same 
relationship with God. But it 
seems that Francis may not really 
the first person to bless the ani-
mals. Judaism may have come 
first. 
 
Many synagogues now have their 
own blessing of the animals cere-
monies, and, they believe the idea 
originated in ancient Judaism. 
 
Continued next column 
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Phoebe continued 
 
Second and third centuries A.D. 
Within the church even the roles of 
deacons changed as a particular 
power structure emerged. It was not 
until after the emergence of 
Protestant churches after the Refor-
mation that the role of deaconess 
was re-established, though quite dif-
ferent from the role that Phoebe had 
enjoyed. What has not changed is 
the dedication and energy of many 
men and women alike throughout 
the centuries in supporting the 
church and the needy. 
 
This brings us to the here-and-noew 
again. As we approach another 
UNITED THANK OFFERING IN-
GATHERING (October 16 and 23), 
we ask that you consider this effort 
of the EPISOPAL CHURCH. We 
would appreciated your sup-
port.THANK YOU. 
 
PEACE 
 
Submitted by Etta Peterson 
 

From the Wardens 
  

United Thank 

Offering 

2017 
 

 

Her name was Phoebe. The Apostle 

Paul in his farewell to a large group 

of close associates before his de-

parture to Jerusalem, refers to her 

as “out sister, a deacon in the 

church of Cenchreae…” so that you 

may welcome her in the Lord as is 

ffitting for the saints”… 

 

Phoebe was a wealthy, intelligent 

and charitable woman. Her home 

was a home church typical of the 

time. She exercised considerable 

influence, assisted missionaries, 

giving home assistance those in 

need, collecting money for Chris-

tian communities suffering hard-

ship or famine. As a deacon she 

also travelled, and was, therefore, 

also a letter carrier. In fact, she was 

chosen by Paul to carry his LET-

TER TO THE ROMANS to Rome.  

He himself was not to reach Rome 

for another three years. 

 

Phoebe’s station as deaconess was 
perhaps unique, but then women of 
prominence within the apostolic 
church were generally recognized 
and exercised considerable influ-
ence. The influence that women 
like Phoebe possessed began to di-
minish, however, during the 

Stewardship 
 

A Message From Your 
Stewardship Team 

 
As our new church year begins 
with its many activities and minis-
tries that were outlined at Home-
coming Sunday on September 
18th, we would like to thank those 
of you who have signed up and, of 
course, welcome anyone who may 
not have signed up as yet but is 
interested.  With the Fall season 
almost upon us, bringing with it 
the crisp cool temperatures, shorter 
days, falling leaves, apple picking, 
pumpkins and much more, you can 
feel the excitement in the air at 
Holy Nativity as we gear up for 
the Holly Fair, Parish Dinners, 
Craft Classes and the many addi-
tional ministries/activities that are 
offered.  
 
Over the past year, we celebrated 
the church’s Centennial anniver-
sary. As we begin prayerfully re-
flecting on the process of the Holy 
Nativity Stewardship Campaign 
for 2017, we welcome anyone who 
may be interested in joining our 
Team, as well as any thoughts or 
suggestions that you may have. 
 
In happy moments, Praise God; 
In difficult moments, Seek God;  
In quiet moments, Worship God; 
In Painful moments, Trust God;  
In every moment, Thank God. 

 
With God’s Blessings, 
 
The Stewardship Team 
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As a Parish,  

We pray for: 

 

 
AL 

ANDREW 
ARLEEN BOYD 
BILL GARRITY 

BILLIE JO ROGERS 
CHARLEY & LOIS BAGLEY 

DENISE 
ELAINE 
EMILY 

FATHER HARRY 
FATHER STEVE 

GERALDINE 
GERI, 

HUNTER LUIS & FAMILY 
JIM MURPHY 

JOHN & BILLIE GREENE 
JOHN HODSON, SR. 
JOSEPH MICHAEL 

JUDY WARD 
JUSTIN JEROME 
LARRY BOWEN 

LUCILLE OLSON 
MARILYN 
MICHAEL 

MYRTLE PERKINS 
PAIGE 
PENNY 

PHIL STEPHAN 
PHYLLIS 

RAY THORNE 
RICH G. 

RICK 
ROCKY 

THOM & MAUREEN SHORTT 
TOM CHADBOURNE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Wardens 
  

 
Tuesday Morning 

Eucharist  

and Luncheon  
 
Tuesday morning Eucharist is 
back! Are you hungry for the word 
of God? Would you enjoy relaxing 
during a Eucharist and then enjoy a 
light lunch and some great conver-
sation? Then Holy Nativity offers 
you a wonderfully quiet but spiritu-
al Eucharist followed by a light 
luncheon and conversation every 
Tuesday at 11:30am. All are wel-
come! Come and pray, be fed by 
the Lord and then enjoy a luncheon 
of fellowship and good cheer.  
 
 
 

Home Communion 

 
If you or a relative are unable 
to get to church to celebrate 
the Eucharist at any time dur-
ing the year, please call the 
office at 781.335.2030 to 
schedule a Home Communion 
with Fr. Harry or Fr. Brad.  
The visit will be arranged at 
your convenience, days or eve-
nings. 
 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 
The deadline for NOVEMBER 
2016  Holy  Happenings will be 
Thursday, October 13.  Arti-
cles may be submitted via snail 
mail, dropped off in the bin on 
the office door or sent via 
email to  the church office. 
Thank you. 

 
Coffee Hour Hosts  

Needed   

 
Please sign up on the Coffee 
Hour sheet in the Asher-
Stoddard Hall. If you have any 
questions, please call Ed Muller 
at 781.337.7165.  
 
 
 

 

Food First 

Sunday 

 
Food First Sunday. will be 
Sunday, October 2 .  The pan-
try would appreciate dona-
tions of rice and pasta. 
  
Thank you for your continued 
generosity. 

Vestry 
 
 
The next Vestry meeting will be 
Wednesday, October 19, 
2016  at 7:30 pm following a 
service of Compline at 7:00 pm.   
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Mission Statement 

 
The family of the Church of the 
Holy Nativity is called to be a car-
ing community, committed to spir-
itual development; encouraging 
growth in each member’s personal 
relationship with God, through 
Christ; by providing educational 
opportunities for youth and adults 
as well as Christian Formation for 
all, going forth to share God’s mes-
sage of love and forgiveness. 
 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

 

October 1 

Diocesan Resource 

Day 

 

October 2 

Blessing of the  

Animals 

 

October 8 

Parish Dinner with 

Ramshackle 

 

October 9 

Christian Practice & 

Spirituality Starts  

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

 

October 10 

Columbus Day 

Office Closed 

 

October 13 

Holy Happenings 

Artlcles Due 

 

October 19 

Vestry & Compline 

 

October 30 

Book Sale 

 

 

            


