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NURSERY AVAILABLE  
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
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RECTORõS ANNUAL 

REPORT  

those taking a reprieve Peg, 
Shirley, Bob and our Warden Bri-
an, we wish to thank you for your 
time and effort. We all wish to 
thank our Vestry, Treasurer and 
Wardens for providing this parish 
with a leadership that produces a 
vigorous and healthy parish and a 
balanced budget. 
 
To all of you in the varied minis-
tries of Altar Guild, Acolytes, 
Choir, Ushers, Sunday School 
Teachers, Eucharistic Ministers 
and Healing station attendants all 
of you who make for a smooth, 
joyful and delightful Eucharistic 
service. 
 
For those behind the scenes who 
have either visited the sick and 
homebound to those Women and 
Menôs group which instill in the 
hearts of each other the love of 
God. To those who come to sit and 
pray for and with each other, for 
although we have had our share of 
illness and sadly deaths this past 
year, together in our usual way, 
have all shared the recipe of the 
mixture of prayer and hope and 
love which carried us all through. 
My hope to all of you here today is 
that you are and have been as 
proud and as happy, as loved and 
as blessed by this wonderful and 
holy place as I feel I have been in 
these last 13 years. 
 
OUR DIOCESE - Our parish en-
joys a very close relationship with 
our diocese and its Bishops. As 
members of the South Shore Dean-
ery, clergy usually meet monthly  
 
Continued page 3 

ñTend the flock of God that is 
your charge, not by constraint 
but willingly, not for shameful 
gain but eagerly, not as domi-
neering over those in your 
charge but being an example to 
the flockò.   1 Peter 5: 2-4 
 
OUR CHURCH - Again, as I 
feel every year, there is so much 
I wish to say to all of you but to 
do so would take up the entire 
meeting of this annual meeting. I 
guess I could begin by stating, as 
I have done in the past, that we 
have all worked so hard in order 
to get so much done this past 
year. You have all responded to 
our budget request and as you 
have seen in the Treasurerôs re-
port, we have more than met our 
goal in presenting a balanced 
budget. 
 
I want to tell you all, and this is 
not because Iôm presently the 
rector of this wonderful Church, 
but I respond after years of expe-
rience. This parish is the ñbestò 
parish I have ever been accom-
panied with. 
 
I want to take this time to thank 
those of you who perform the 
daunting tasks required to make 
this parish a wonderful a beauti-
ful example of God in this com-
munity. To the Vestry especially 
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Wardensõ Report 
 
First of all-Happy New Year and 
we hope this finds everyone stay-
ing warm and having a good win-
ter so far. As we put together this 
article for Holy Happenings we are 
also working on our report for the 
Annual Meeting coming up on 
Feb. 4th so this report will be a bit 
brief. 
 
We hope you had a chance to at-
tend one of the many services here 
on Dec. 24 for the Christmas cele-
bration. Services were great and 
the Church was beautiful as usual. 
Many thanks go out to all especial-
ly the Altar Guild for getting the 
church ready for all the activities. 
As you know there was Advent IV 
and then Christmas Eve services 
all on the same day this year. 
Thanks to Frs. Harry and Brad, the 
Choir, the Church School, Lay 
Readers and Acolytes along with 
Peg Driscoll for all their contribu-
tions to making it a great season 
and to all others who participated. 
 
Once again we want to mention 
that as of right now please do not 
park in the medical parking lot ad-
jacent to the back of the church. 
We have been asked to not use this 
lot any longer and the person who 
oversees the lot has been very ada-
mant recently about enforcing this 
with the promise of towing vehi-
cles. This situation is being re-
searched and carefully looked into 
in hopes of some type of resolu-
tion in the future. 
 
As a wrap up, at this months Ves-
try meeting it was reported that 
pledges for 2018 have reached the 
$100,000 mark with a few more 
pledges still to come in. Thank you 
all for another great response.  
 
Continued next column 

  

 
The stained glass window project, 
weather permitting, will be start-
ing in March as we now have col-
lected what is needed plus a little 
extra to cover anything that might 
come up that was not expected. 
We also thanked Peg Driscoll, 
Shirley Devore and Bob Petitti for 
their 3 year terms that are now up 
on the Vestry for all their contri-
butions as they rotate off the Ves-
try. 
 
One final personal note, Brian 
Smith presented the Vestry his 
letter of resignation as a Co-
Warden going forward. He will 
not seek to be re-elected for 2018 
as his personal and family sched-
ule will not be in the best interest 
of our Church. Brianôs join dic-
tates many evening meetings and 
he and Heidi are also very in-
volved with their growing chil-
dren's activities. We have more on 
this at the Annual Meeting. Until 
then we will see you in church and 
may God continue to bless us all. 
 
Peace, 
Brian Smith & Steve Williams 
Co-Wardens 

Sunday School 

News  
 

The Sunday school teachers & chil-
dren invite you to join in our  

Lenten 
 

100 Acts of Kindness 
Challenge! 

 
Weôre challenging the congre-
gation, (you, your kids, your 
friends, your group), to com-
plete 100 acts of kindness by 
Easter Sunday. The challenge 
starts on Ash Wednesday, 
(Valentineôs Day) and contin-
ues right through to Easter 
Sunday. There is no right or 
wrong way to do it and EVE-
RY act of kindness ñcountsò. 
There is no act that isnôt ñkind 
enoughò for this challenge. 
 
There will be a Tree-O-Kindness in 
the Asher Stoddard Hall, a list of 
100  Acts of Kindness ideas and an 
envelope with blank hearts inside. 
Simply complete an Act of Kind-
ness either on your own or from the 
list, write it on a heart and post it 
on the tree.  Come Easter Sunday 
we will have 100 hearts or more on 
our Tree ïO- Kindness!  Even the 
smallest act can change 
someoneôs day and make a dif-
ference. 
 
"Dear friends, let us love one an-
other, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, 
because God is love." ~  
1 John 4:7-8 
 
There will be no Sunday School 

February 18 due to school vacation. 

 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:7-8
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From the Wardens  
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rector's Annual Report  
Contôd from page 1 
 
and we occasionally have a Dean-
ery Assembly once or twice a year. 
Most recently Bishop Gates has 
decided to change that format and 
incorporate the function of a Re-
gional Canon structure to assure a 
closer connection with the diocese. 
We will keep you updated on the 
progress of this event.  
 
We will look forward to a Bish-
opôs visitation here at Holy Nativi-
ty scheduled for Nov. 11th, 2018. 
 
I would like to close by paraphras-
ing one of my favorite readings 
from the letter of Paul to the Co-
rinthians where he writes, YOU 
are the body of Christ and God ap-
pointed all of YOU, as apostles, 
prophets, teachers with deeds of 
power and gifts of healing. YOU 
can perform gifts of miracles... 
HOW? God shows us a more ex-
cellent way. 
 
Remember my children, God says. 
you may speak in tongues of mor-
tals and of angels, but if you have 
not love, you become a noisy gong 
and a clanging cymbal. 
 
And you can have all those pro-
phetic powers in order to under-
stand mysteries, and all the faith so 
as to move mountains, but if you 
do not have love. It means noth-
ingé 
 
You see.. Love is patient, love is 
kind; love is not envious or boast-
ful or arrogant or rude. If does not 
insist on its own way, it is not irri-
table or resentful; it bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes 
all thing because... love never 
ends. 
 
Continued next column 

 
Rectorôs Report conôt 
 
And now.... faith, hope and love 
abide, these three, but the great-
est of all is love.. And this is 
why we have our Church of the 
Holy Nativity, for it is here 
where we find our faith and a 
hope but most of all a love found 
in all of us from God. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to be 
your Rector. 
 
Blessings to you all,  
Fr. Harry   

Lenten Program  
 

This yearôs Lenten program is 
entitled TRANSFIGURA-
TION—Balancing the Body 
Mind and Spirit, a Lenten 
Study.  
 
This program serves 2 main pur-
poses. The first is a reminder of 
what we learned last year. Sec-
ond, how far have we come? 
 
Once again, we will learn about 
our spiritual bodies, our physi-
cal bodies, our emotional bodies 
and our mental bodies. 
 
The program will run for 4 con-
secutive Monday evenings, 
starting on February 26. Each 
evening, we will start with a 
light supper and end with a ten-
minute meditation. 
 
Watch the Sunday bulletins and 
the website for more details as 
they become available. 
 
All are welcome! 
 

Recipe Corner  
 

RHODE ISLAND RED  
QUAHOG CHOWDER 

 
6 large, fresh quahogs, opened 
(liquid reserved) 
4 large potatoes, peeled and diced in 
2 qt. water 
1 large onion, chopped 
1 small piece salt pork, diced 
2 cans tomato soup 
Dash of salt 
Dash of pepper 
 
In Dutch over or large pot, fry out 
salt pork. Save oil in pan. Remove 
rind and chunks leftover from fry-
ing. Add chopped onion to oil and 
saut®; do not brown. To onion, add 
potatoes and water. Cook potatoes; 
when half tender, add juice of qua-
hogs and tomato soup. Grind qua-
hogs. Add salt and pepper and add 
this to pot, bringing to boiling point. 
Turn down to simmer for 45 
minutes. Serve in shallow bowl 
over oyster crackers. 
 
From Bountiful New Beginnings 
Submitted by Carol Page 
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From the Wardens  
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2017 Annual 

Meeting  
 
Annual Meeting for 2017 will be 
held on Sunday, February 4, after 
the 10am service in the Asher-
Stoddard Hall. There will be a pot 
luck brunch before the meeting 
begins, so please bring something 
to share. 
 
If you have prepared a report to be 
included in the annual report, 
please have it into the office by 
Sunday, January 28, so it can be 
included for everyoneôs review. 
 
Least we forget that it is winter in 
New England or if you know you 
will be unable to attend the meet-
ing, please complete a proxy bal-
lot, so the meeting can be complet-
ed as scheduled. A proxy ballot is 
included in this newsletter. It is 
also available on the ñNews and 
Eventsò tab on the website. Printed 
copies can also be found on the 
table in front of the office. Please 
leave your completed proxy in the 
bin on the secretaryôs door. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

As a Parish,  

We pray for:  
 

Bobby & Tommy Chadbourn 
Christine 
Corinne 

David Lang 
Dennis 
Devin 
Drew 
Elaine 

Ellie Gowen 
Garrett 

George “Pudgh” W. 
Ginny Blanchette 

Hazel Brunelle 
Janis 
Jeff 

Joe Hayes 
John 

John & Billie Greene 
Jose 

Katie Westhaver 
Kerry Kelleher 

Liz 
Lucille Olson 

Madelyn Ward 
Marilyn J. 

Marion 
Matt Janeway 

Michael 
Myrtle Perkins 

Nick 
Nick Mendes 

Paige 
Pat 

Patrick Leahy 
Phil Stephan 
Ray Thorne 

Rick 
Rocky 
Ron C. 
Ryan 
Sheila 
Sophia 

Thomas MacPherson 

From Fr. Brad  
 
Beginning Sunday, January 21st, 
after the 10am service, there will 
be an adult forum on the 
ñKingdom of Godò, as described 
by Jesus. It will be held in the 
Common Room at 11:30. 
 
Primarily, the course will examine 
the parables of Jesus and the Gos-
pel of Matthew. The course will 
also involve teachings, discussion, 
prayer and meditation. 
 
The goal of this course is to in-
crease our knowledge of what the 
Kingdom of God is and also, to 
develop within ourselves, a better 
knowledge of our souls, relation-
ship to God in His Kingdom. If 
what scripture states is true, that 
God is Sprit, then Godôs Kingdom 
is Spirit, then we who are souls 
(before all else) have a special 
need to understand and to realize 
the kingdom of God is within our-
selves now, in this life. 
 
All who wish to attend are wel-
come. If you have questions, 
please speak to me. 
 
Yours, 
Fr. Brad 
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Limited Proxy Form 
 
This proxy is for the following meeting: 
 
Time:   11:30 a.m. 
 
Date:   Sunday, February 4, 2018 
 
Place:   Asher-Stoddard Hall 
 
 
As a member of Holy Nativity Episcopal Church, I hereby appoint: 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
(If Blank, Warden of the Vestry, Steve Williams) 
 
As my PROXYHOLDER with full power of substitution to represent me at the Annual Meeting, as well as any lawful 
adjournment thereof. 
 
 
Member          DATE 
 
 
_______________________________    ________________________________ 
 
PRINTED NAME        ADDRESS 
 
 
_______________________________    _________________________________ 
 
(This proxy is limited to the purpose of obtaining a quorum, is revocable, and is valid only for the meeting for which it is 
given, and any legal adjournment thereof, and in no event for more than 90 days.) 
 
IF THERE IS A CHANCE THAT YOU MAY NOT ATTEND THIS MEETING, IT IS VERY IMPORTANT 
THAT YOU RETURN THIS FORM! 
 
 

Please return to: 
 

Holy Nativity Episcopal Church 
8 Nevin Road 

South Weymouth, MA  02190 
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From the Wardens  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 

Needed  

 
Participate in the ministry of hos-
pitality! Coffee supplies, cups, 
plates and napkins are supplied. 
All the host needs to do is make 
the coffee, provide simple snacks 
and clean up. To make it even eas-
ier, pair up with a co-host and 
split the duties. 
 
Please sign up on the Coffee Hour 
sheet in the Asher-Stoddard Hall.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vestry  
 
No Vestry meeting in Febru-
ary. The next meeting is 
Wednesday, March 21, at 7:30 
in the Asher Stoddard Hall, 
following a service of com-
pline at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 

From the Wardens  
  

 

Newsletter  

Deadline  

 
The deadline for MARCH Hap-
penings will be Thursday, Febru-
ary 15. Articles may be submitted 
via snail mail, dropped off in the 
bin on the office door or sent by 
email to  the church office. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

 
 

Home Communion  
 

If you or a loved one is unable to 
get to church to celebrate the Eu-
charist at any time during the year, 
please call the office at 781-335-
2030 to schedule a Home Com-
munion with Fr. Harry of Fr. Brad. 
The visit will be arranged at your 
convenience. 

 

Food First  

Sunday  
 
 
Food First Sunday will be Sun-
day, February 4, The Weymouth 
Food Pantry would appreciate do-
nations of whole grain cereals. 
 
 

 

 

Tuesday Morning 

Eucharist  

and Luncheon  
 
Mid-week Eucharist and lunch-
eon continues weekly on Tues-
days at 11:30. Come and enjoy 
quiet worship, followed by a 
light lunch complete with fel-
lowship and good conversation. 
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History of Shrove 

Tuesday  

 
 

 
Eggs ~ Creation 

Flour ~ The staff of life 
Salt ~ Wholesomeness 
Milk ~ Purity 

In the UK, pancake races form an 
important part of the Shrove Tues-
day celebrations ï an opportunity 
for large numbers of people, often 
in fancy dress, to race down 
streets tossing pancakes. The ob-
ject of the race is to get to the fin-
ishing line first, carrying a frying 
pan with a cooked pancake in it 
and flipping the pancake as you 
run. 

 

The most famous pancake race 
takes place at Olney in Bucking-
hamshire. According to tradition, 
in 1445 a woman of Olney heard 
the shriving bell while she was 
making pancakes and ran to the 
church in her apron, still clutching 
her frying pan. The Olney pan-
cake race is now world famous. 
Competitors have to be local 
housewives and they must wear an 
apron and a hat or scarf. 

Each contestant has a frying pan 
containing a hot pancake. She 
must toss it three times during the 
race. The first woman to complete 
the course and arrive at the 
church, serve her pancake to the 
bellringer and be kissed by him, is 
the winner.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
At Westminster School in 
London, the annual Pancake 
Grease is held. A verger from 
Westminster Abbey leads a 
procession of boys into the 
playground where the school 
cook tosses a huge pancake 
over a five-metre high bar. 
The boys then race to grab a 
portion of the pancake and the 
one who ends up with the 
largest piece receives a cash 
bonus from the Dean.  
 
In Scarborough, Yorkshire on 
Shrove Tuesday, everyone as-
sembles on the promenade to 
skip. Long ropes are stretched 
across the road and there maybe 
be ten or more people skipping 
on one rope. The origins of this 
custom is not known but skip-
ping was once a magical game, 
associated with the sowing and 
spouting of seeds which may 
have been played on barrows 
(burial mounds) during the 
Middle Ages. 

Many towns throughout Eng-
land used to hold traditional 
Shrove Tuesday football 
games dating back as far back 
as the 12th century. The prac-
tice mostly died out with the 
passing of the 1835 Highways 
Act which banned the playing 
of football on public high-
ways, but a number of towns 
have managed to maintain the 
tradition to the present day.   
 
For more information, go to 
http://www.historic-uk.com/
CultureUK/Pancake-Day/ 

 
Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, 
is the traditional feast day before 
the start of Lent on Ash Wednes-
day. Lent ï the 40 days leading up 
to Easter ï was traditionally a time 
of fasting and on Shrove Tuesday, 
Anglo-Saxon went to confession 
and were ñshrivenò (absolved from 
their sins). A bell would be rung to 
call people to confession. This 
came to be called the ñPancake 
Bellò and is still rung today. 

Shrove Tuesday always falls 47 
days before Easter Sunday, so the 
date varies from year to year and 
falls between February 3 and 
March 9. In 2018 Shrove Tuesday 
will fall on February 13. 

Shrove Tuesday was the last op-
portunity to use up eggs and fats 
before embarking on the Lenten 
fast and pancakes are the perfect 
way of using up these ingredients. 

A pancake is a thin, flat cake, 
made of batter and fried in a frying 
pan. A traditional English pancake 
is very thin and is served immedi-
ately. Golden syrup or lemon juice 
and caster sugar are the usual top-
pings for pancakes. 

The pancake has a very long histo-
ry and featured in cookery books 
as far back as 1439. The tradition 
of tossing or flipping them is al-
most as old: ñAnd every man and 
maid does take their turn, And toss 
their Pancakes up for fear they 
burn.ò (Pasquilôs Palin, 1619). 

The ingredients for pancakes can 
be seen to symbolize four points of 
significance at this time of year: 

Shrove Tuesday  
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Mission Statement  

 
The family of the Church of the 
Holy Nativity is called to be a car-
ing community, committed to spir-
itual development; encouraging 
growth in each memberôs personal 
relationship with God, through 
Christ; by providing educational 
opportunities for youth and adults 
as well as Christian Formation for 
all, going forth to share Godôs mes-
sage of love and forgiveness. 
 

 

 

Important Dates  
 

February 3  

Knit Wits  

 

February 4  

Annual Meeting  

 

February 10  

Weymouth Garden 

Club  

 

February 14  

Ash Wednesday & St. 

Valentineõs Day 

 

 

 

Important Dates  
 

February 15  

Womenõs Evening 

Group  

Holy Happenings  

March articles due  

 

February 19  

Presidentsõ Dayñ

Office closed  

 

February 25  

Book Sale  

 

 

            


