HOLY HAPPENINGS

December 2020

Christmas Message

from the Rev. Laurie

Rofinot, our interim
priest

Greetings and God’s blessings
to everyone at Holy Nativity this
December. We know the sea-

son of Advent is a time of medi- ¥

tative waiting for the coming of
Christ. Early in December pa-
tience is easy, but if you are
like me, your anticipation grows
as Christmas draws near. This
year in my house, the anticipa-
tion is dampened because of
the pandemic, so to raise our
spirits my husband Pat, daugh-
ter Marian and | hauled out all
of our Christmas stuff early: the
tree with twinkling lights and
ornaments, the electric candles
for the windows, the beloved
creche set with the laughing
baby Jesus, the outdoor lights
for the neighborhood. These
simple household possessions
and activities bring extra com-
fort this year, because so much
outside of home is restricted.

If you are feeling more grief
and bereavement than usual
instead of anticipation and ex-
citement, you are NOT ALONE!
The holidays can be hard on us
anyway, because of old “frozen
needs” we may attach to this
time - early needs that were
never met, but which we keep
trying to satisfy later in life
(usually without success). And
this year we top off those old
griefs with very current losses:

Advent and Christmas
at Holy Nativity

Join us for these wonderful times of
worship and fellowship!

e Sunday, 11/29 at 10 am
First Advent Candle-lighting

o Beginning Sunday, 12/6 at
10am - Holy Eucharist (Zoom)

e Advent Bible Study - Two
sessions Fridays, December 11
and 18, at 1:00 pm (Zoom)

e Sunday 12/13, after church -
Ugly Christmas Sweater Zoom
coffee hour!

e Sunday, 12/20 at 10 am -
Sunday School Christmas
pageant (Zoom)

o Thursday, 12/24 at 12:15pm -
Christmas Eve, Holy Eucharist
(Zoom) with in-person
Communion

e Sunday, 12/27 at 10am -
Lessons and Carols (Zoom)

e Time to be determined:
Sidewalk Christmas Caroling

so many lives lost to COVID-
19; loss of closeness and com-
panionship with family, friends
and society as a whole; real
economic losses; spiritual
loneliness without worship to-
gether. It goes on and on.

So this year our anticipation
perhaps needs to be of a dif-
ferent sort. What are we really
waiting for? We know this is
also a season of endings and
beginnings: the natural rhythm
of the world going dormant
and hibernating, resting in
darkness to prepare for new
life. The sun still reliably
wanes toward the winter sol-
stice during this time, and
many spiritual traditions cele-
brate it as special, with can-
dles, songs, prayers and ritu-
als, to urge the return of the
sun. Our Christian ancestors
early on built on those ancient
nature traditions, and added
an entirely new dimension: the
coming of the sun has become
the coming of the Son of God.
And so this whole month we
prepare for new beginnings,
the gestating of a new life, the
birth of the Christ child in our
midst — more than a simple
birth, but the coming of God’s
very self to be among us and
transform our hearts, our lives,
our communities, our world.

Our scripture readings this
month include pregnant cous-
ins Mary and Elizabeth, who
already seemed to know this
with excitement and anticipa-
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SEARCH COMMITTEE
UPDATE

We continue to meet basi-
cally on a weekly basis and
are making steady progress
in our efforts to create the
Parish Profile that will be
eventually posted for candi-
dates to see. In reviewing
and digesting all the surveys
that were returned, we
found that a couple of areas
were under-answered and
we are looking for some
more input from you.

The questions involved are:
What are your hopes for the
future here at Holy Nativi-
ty? along with What is it we
do well here and what could
we improve on moving for-
ward?

The reason we are sort of re
-asking these is for more in-
fo for the profile writing
and to make sure we are all
represented and that it’s not
just the opinions of the
committee being heard.

This coming Sunday (Dec.
6th) during the virtual Cof-
fee Hour (Steve Williams)
would like to give anyone
an opportunity to discuss
these and write down any
responses. Acknowledging
that some may not want to
use a public forum, we can
also set up phone calls or a
special Zoom session to ac-
complish this. It is so very

important that we hear
from as many of you as
possible because your
voice really matters in the
search process.

An update was given to the
Rev. Laurie along with the
vestry on demographic re-
sults of returned surveys
and we would like to share
that with you as well.

We received 43 surveys
from adults and 8 surveys
from children & teens.
From the 43 here is the
breakdown:

The return rate for the 18-
50 age demographic was
14%, for 51-80 1t was 72%
and for ages 51-80+ that
jumped up to 84%. Again
these numbers do not re-
flect the percentage of the
entire congregation just the
percentage of those re-
turned.

Number of years at Holy
Nativity: Less than 5 was
14%, 5-10 years was 9%
along with 11-15years and
More than 15 years came
in at 60%.

Thank you again for all
your support and prayers.
It is greatly appreciated.

Continued from page 1

tion. This birth certainly turned
Mary’s world upside down, and
this year, let it turn our upside-
down world right-side up again,
bringing us hope, making us
“gladsome.” Let us be faithful in
hearing, receiving and following
where the Christ child leads.
For at Christmas we celebrate
the baffling reality of the sover-
eign God who, out of sheer love
for humankind and all of crea-
tion, came to be with us.
“Emmanuel,” God with us. By
that presence, all our relation-
ships are transformed by love.
May we recognize and share
Christ’s presence with one an-
other and our forlorn and yearn-
ing world, now and throughout
the New Year.

Newsletter
Deadline

The deadline for JANUARY
Holy Happenings will be Friday,
December 18th. Articles may be
submitted via snail mail, dropped
off in the bin on the office door or
sent by email to the church office
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A Christmas Poem
Wonder

By Nancy Buckley

There is faint music in the
night,
And pale wings fanned by sil-
ver flight;
A frosty hill with tender glow
Of countless stars that shine
on Snow.

A shelter from the winter
storm,
A straw-ined manger, safe and
warm,
And Mary crooning lullabies,
To hush her Beé
sighs.

Her eyes are rapt upon His
Face,

Unheeded here is time and
space;

Her heart filled with blinding

joy,

God’

Boy!

For s-heo litla

U

Sunday school is going
strong here at Holy Nativity.
We have 12 children signing
on to Zoom every Sunday
morning at 11:15. If you
would like the link, please
get in touch with Maryann
Gurney at gur-
ney1019@comcast.net.

During the month of

December, we will be learn-

ing about the season of

L A\dvers and pray@i@with
each other as we light the
Advent wreath each Sunday.
We will also be discussing
the story of the birth of Jesus
with power point presenta-
tions, videos and games.
We have been putting to-

sgsther a Christmas pageant
video. On two Saturdays, we
got together to film outside.
With the first group we had
7 children, socially distanced

while outside and masks
were worn and removed for
the filming. Siblings were
paired with each other as
well. The second Saturday
was filmed in the back yard
of the Patel family. They
have 5 children who were
able to be in close proximity
without masks during the
filming. We hope to be able
to share this video with you
during the Sunday morning
service in December. Possi-
bly December 20™. I’'m sure
you will enjoy watching the
Church of the Holy Nativi-
ty’s Christmas Pageant!
There will be a time change
for Sunday school on
December 20", Rather than
starting at 11:15 as we usu-
ally do, we will start at
11:45.

There will be no Sunday
school on Sunday December
27",

Have a Merry Christmas and
remember what the Christ-
mas season is really about.
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INCOME OCT. YTD Budget 2020

PLATE OFFERING 110.00 1,308.00 10,000.00
PLEDGE 6,470.00 86,822.00 100,000.00 -
OUTREACH 2,740.00  25,970.00 32,000.00 Treasureraos
SPECIAL DAYS & OFFERING - 762.00 4,000.00
SPECIAL EVENTS - 372.00 1,500.00

Total 9,320.00  115,234.00 147,500.00

Thank you for your

MUSIC FUND - 97.00 .
INT. & DIV. INCOME 346.53 1,566.33 contlpumg SU_ppOI't by
SPECIAL PURPOSE 75.00 20,549.00 keeping up with your

totals 9,741.53  137,446.33 pledges!

DISBURSEMENTS OCT. YTD Budget 2020 Y .
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - - 200.00 our pledge C'?“_d will be
CLERGY PENSION POOL - 1,371.55 4,129.63 arriving soon, it is very
DIOCESAN ASSESSMENT - - 13,323.00 important to get them back
ELECTRICITY 529.88 5,093.50 6,000.00 to the church on tlme so We
EQUITY ACCOUNT - - 809.00
GAS 144.15 5,767.92 7,000.00 can work on next years
GEN. PARISH - 692.72 800.00 budget!

GENERAL INSURANCE - 6,616.75 9,000.00
GENERAL MAINT. 394.90 1,758.93 750.00 | ask you again to think of
HEALTH INSURANCE 552.41 803.91 3,563.50
HOUSING ALLOWANCE 500.00 1,000.00 1,500.00 what you may have _spent
MAINT. CONTRACTS ] ] ] for or at the Holy Fair and
MUSIC SUP: SUB ORGANIST - 1,425.00 500.00 make a contribution to help
MUSIC SUPPLIES - 208.00 250.00 compensate for the loss of
OFFICE SUPPLIES 7.44 731.94 4,000.00 this years fair!
OUTREACH - - 200.00 :
PRINTING & BULLETINS 149.59 1,495.90 2,000.00
SALARY: CLERGY 3,330.66 6,661.32 13,822.67 Please mark any donation
SALARY:ASSIST. CLERGY - 1,500.00 1,500.00 "Holly Fair"!
SALARY: DIR. OF MUSIC 1,000.00 4,000.00 12,000.00
SALARY: SECRETARY 850.00 8,500.00 10,200.00 .
SALARY: SEXTON 624.00 6,240.00 7,488.00 Thank you again,
SALARY:DIR. OF CHRISTIAN ED 666.69 422237 4,000.00 Jim
SEARCH COMMITTEE - 750.00 2,000.00
SPECIAL EVENT EXP. - - -
STEWARDSHIP - 398.13 400.00
STOKES LOAN 207.65 2,076.50 2,491.80
TAXES 416.40 6,608.76 2,000.00 *
(less withheld taxes) (476.16) (4,480.61) / | \
TEL. TV & INTERNET 200.04 1,976.85 2,500.00
TRASH 108.00 1,180.00 1,380.00 / 1
TRAVEL - 2,500.00 3,000.00 /
WATER 1,110.37 1,500.00
Total 9,205.65 70,209.81 118,307.60 /(CKV 5
SPECIAL OFF. UTOW (((((( “\ V)(—S
SPECIAL PURPOSE 123605 2087238 @(--’r»‘\§ N7 \\3’@%«"‘)5
totals  10,441.70 91,082.19

Rep
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Weymouth Youth & Family Services
Christmas Drive

The Parish will once again assist the
Weymouth Youth & Family Services
(WY&FS) with their annual Christmas
gift drive. A gift registry has been set
up at www.myregistry.com , This is the
link: http:/www.myregistry.com/
organization/church-of-the-holy-
nativity-Weymouth-ma/2627272
. There you will see the items from the
family's wish lists, there is also a place
for cash donations to the drive. There
are some gifts listed now and more will
be added next week. Due to the pan-
demic and to lessen contact the gifts
from the registry will be sent to Ed
Muller® home and placed in gift bags
as this will eliminate the need to wrap
most gifts. The gifts will then be deliv-
ered to the WY&FS. Any questions
please contact Ed at 781-337-7165 or
via e-mail at edthedetective.net Your
support is greatly appreciated as we as-
sist in this important outreach to our
community.

Samaritan® Purse Operation
Christmas Child
Thanks to all who contributed to
the shoebox drive this. Holy Nativi-
ty donated close to fifty boxes this
year. We can track them as to
where they are delivered and will
let you know when that happens.
Please continue to pray for this im-
portant ministry and the recipients
of our gifts.

ABOUT AMAZONSMI LE

AmazonSmile is a websi:
Amazon with the same p]
and shopping features
The difference is that
AmazonSmile, the Amazol
tion wil/ donate 0.5%
price of eligible prod
organi zation of your c|
Every item available f
WWW. amazoins. caolns o avail a
AmazonSaiil lee (amgz art. dddr
same price. You will s
mar ked "Eligible for A
tion" on their product
I f you represent a chal
and you would I|Ii ke to |
registering your organi
AmazonSmile donations,
torg. amaz.oforcomore i nfoc

mati on about the Amazo
go httot p: / / smi |l e. amazon.



http://www.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://org.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/about
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g Prayer: Nate, Paige, Pat and her fam-
Carol Ann Ru g|§%PayliygColgr, Ray
PawMacPhee lark, RICk,. Roberta, Rocky,
Ruth K., Shirley, Sophia,
Tim, and Tommy L.
n happy moments, Praise [God; I n difficu
eek God; |l n qui et momentis, Worship God;
moments, Trust God; Every moment, Thank
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Wardens Report
Dec 2020

Now that November and Thanks-
giving have come and gone, it is
our hope that everyone had an
opportunity to connect with
loved ones, if not in person, then
perhaps on Zoom, e-mail or some
other manner. Without doubt this
has been a difficult year for eve-
ryone, but now with some good
news of a possible vaccination on
the horizon, this does lift the spir-
its of everyone.

I want to thank all those who at-
tended the Thanksgiving Eve ser-
vice. A special thanks to Rever-
end Laurie, Marie-Elise, Ed and
Linda Muller, and Jim Kimball
for providing a wonderful ser-
vice. The postlude music provid-
ed by Marie-Elise was fantastic.
The absence of the Holly Fair
this year has had an impact on
everyone. Unfortunately, that has
also impacted our Church budget
with a negative effect. As parish-
1oners, we are aware of the im-
portance the funds we raise from
the fair are to our church. Not
only do they cover the assess-
ment that we have to honor, but
also our outreach programs. By
now you will have received a let-
ter from the Stewardship Com-
mittee outlining this. Please
make time to read this and reflect
on how we can provide the same
steady responses we have had in
the past.

We continue our outreach efforts
and want to extend a hearty thank
you for your contributions and
continuous support.

The Executive Committee decid-
ed to set up the Creche in front of
the church. I want to extend a
hearty thank you to those brave

men that assembled the Créche.
It is a very old, difficult and
complicated piece to set up. A
big T h a n k“A YEAM”, Ste-
ve Williams, Mike McGlynn,

Jim Kimbeall, and Jay Asher (0 u r

Tool ) Man

Advent is upon us. It is the be-
ginning of a new Christian year,
and The Reverend Laurie pro-
vided a great start with the

AFi rst Sun dsy
vice. As mentioned by The Rev-
erend Laurie, there is some dis-
cussion on the Christmas Eve
service. We will keep you up-
dated on our plans. Please watch
for upcoming communication
from Deb/office.

Hope:

To have hope is to want an out-
come that makes your life better
in some way. It not only can
help make a tough present situa-
tion more bearable but also can
eventually improve our lives
because envisioning a better fu-
ture motivates you to take the
steps to make it happen.

Ron Russo

of

Advent

Church of the Holy Nativity

OFFICE HOURS
Mo n . t hru
9a. m12: 00 p.

Parish Office 781-335-2030
Interim Priest 617-776-5604

E- Mail:
office@holynativityweymouth.org

WEBSITE:
www.holynativityweymouth.org

The Rev. Laurie Rofinot, Interim

Organist & Choirmaster
Marie-Elise Boyer

Ed Muller, Warden
Ron Russo, Warden
Jim Kimball, Treasurer

Maryann Gurney, Director of
Christian Ed

Michael McGlynn, Sexton
Deb Robie, Secretary

=
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Church of the Holy Nativity
8 Nevin Road
South Weymouth, MA 02190
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MAILED
December 4, 2020

Important Dates

December 11 and
18th Advent Bible
Study ZOOM

December 13th - Ugly
Christmas Sweater
ZOOM Coffee Hour

The family of the Church of the
Holy Nativity is called to be a car-
ing community, committed to spir-
itual development; encouraging
growth in each member’s personal
relationship with God, through
Christ; by providing educational
opportunities for youth and adults
as well as Christian Formation for
all, going forth to share God’s mes-
sage of love and forgiveness.

December 20th Sun-
day School Christmas
Pageant ZOOM

Y-

Important Dates

December 24
Christmas Service
ZOOM with in-
person Communion

December 25
Christmas

December 24-25
Office closed

December 27
Lessons and Carols
ZOOM

No Sunday School




