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The fIrST MeeTING Of The hOLy NATIvITy congregation occurred on Christmas 
Day, 1915. The Gothic style building at the current location gloriously 
opened its doors on another major Christian holiday, easter Sunday, in 
1920. It was crafted by architect John vining of Weymouth of seamface 
granite to resemble a small village church in england.

In 1946, with a growing congregation, the church building was enlarged. 
Architect frank Cleveland of Cram and ferguson worked on the renovation 
which doubled capacity. The description of the enlarged interior at the 
time was “light, cheerful and comfortable, with an atmosphere helpful to 
worship”.

In the ensuing years, the church made use of the beautiful light, and, 
with more contributions from generous parishioners, added the exquisite 
windows shown on the following pages.

In the words of the stained glass master, Joseph G. reynolds: “The artist in 
stained glass is aware that color is one of God’s greatest gifts to man. Color, 
joyful and uplifting is everywhere in nature–in the sunrise, the sunset, 
the rainbow, in blue sky, autumn foliage, distant hills. People everywhere 
and in every age have responded to it emotionally and spiritually. Man, 
primitive and civilized, has ever striven to express beauty in terms of color. 
The world’s greatest windows have captured the glory of the sunset and 
the rainbow. Stained glass is indeed the gloriication of color.”

enjoy, as he described it–”the sermon to be preached in glass”.



The Prodigal Son,
Jesus, the Light of the World

 The Good Samaritan

The Prophet Amos,
The Prophet Isaiah,

John the Baptist
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King David,
Moses the Law Giver,

Noah

The Cruxiiction Window
THE CHANCEL

The Nativity Window

COLUMBIAN STREET

The Boy Christ The Last Supper

THE SANCTUARY
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The Shepherd Boy,
Jesus, the Good Shepherd,

The Lost Sheep

The Creation Window

Church             of the Holy Nativity

Saint Cecilia, Patron Saint of Music
NARTHEX

Current Church Entry

Jesus heals the Daughter of Jairus,
Come unto me,

Jesus heals blind Bartimaeus

The Beatitudes
HEALING STATION

Former Bapistry and Original Church Entrance
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THE CRUCIFIXION

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

In the irst panel Jesus is shown abandoned by his 
sleeping disciples and visited in Gethsemane by a 
comforting angel.

In the center panel, Jesus has been tried by both Pontius 
Pilate and herod and, having been condemned to 
death, has been nailed to a cross. The passing of many 
hours before his mortal death is illustrated by the sun 
and moon symbols. “INrI”was inscribed on the cross 
above him, which is the Latin abbreviation for “Jesus 
the Nazarene, King of the Jews”.

The right hand panel shows the glory of the 
resurrection of Jesus, three days after his death and 
entombment.

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Coburn
in loving memory of Albert Vinal Coburn
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THE NATIVITY 

Luke and Matthew

In this multi-paneled window, the birth of Jesus is 
celebrated.

The left panel shows the arrival of the three Wise Men.

Above all, in the center panel at the top, is the guiding 

star of Bethlehem.

The right panel shows Joseph gazing down at Mary, 
the virgin Mother, who reveals the baby Jesus. Joseph 
appears behind them holding a lowering walking stick 
of hawthorne. Known as the Glastonbury Thorne, this 
particular small tree blooms at Christmastime.

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Compton Walsh Sr.
and Mr. and Mrs. Howard S. Knowlton
in loving memory of Ruth Conant Walsh
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THE BOY JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 
Luke 2:42-51

Mary and Joseph  journeyed home from Jerusalem 
after the celebration of Passover. Once home, they 
realized Jesus was not among their group. They 
returned to Jerusalem to ind 12-year old Jesus in the 
Temple with the elders. When they admonished him, 
Jesus replied “Why do you seek Me? Did you not know 
I must be about My father’s business?”

Gift of Dr. and Mrs. L. Burton Benjamin
in loving memory of L. Burton Benjamin

THE LAST SUPPER 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

The right panel illustrates the moment Judas left to 
betray Jesus, who then shared the bread and wine 
representing his body and blood with the loyal disciples 
who remained with him.

Gift of Mrs. Ralph Ballou
in loving memory of Ralph Douglas Ballou

These two panels depict the Passover season, known to 
Christians as easter. They also each feature columns in 
the artwork, which often symbolize a “noble life”.
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THE PRODIGAL SON 
Luke 15:11-32

When a prodigal (“wastefully extravagant”) son 
returned after spending his inheritance, his father 
organized a feast to celebrate. When the prodigal son’s 
hard-working, responsible older brother refused to 
participate, their father reminded him that the return of 
a dear one, thought lost, should always be celebrated.

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ralston
in loving memory of George H. & Ma Rita H. Burnett

I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
John 8:12, 9.5

In the setting of the lamp-lighting festival celebrating 
the Israelites’ deliverance, Jesus declared that he was 
“the light of the world”,   the divine presence sent to 
save God’s people from their bondage, indeed to save 
the entire world.

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ralston
in loving memory of Robert A. & Mary F. Ralston

THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
Luke 10:29-37

A traveller was assailed and lay half dead aside the 
road. Left by a priest and then a Levite, he was inally 
helped by a Samaritan, a member of a tribe that would 
commonly despise a Jew.

These three windows take artistic license and show 
Jesus in the key role of each of the stories.

Given by Calvin C. Shepherd & family
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THE PROPHET AMOS 
Amos

A shepherd and ig farmer, Amos warned of the dooms 
that sinners were bound to face such as locusts, drought 
and the ruination of a corrupt society.

Gift of Mrs. William Hanson
in loving memory of William W. Hanson

THE PROPHET ISAIAH 
Isaiah

Isaiah, a member of a royal family, inspired his people 
during the time of threat from the Assyrian empire. 
he described to his people the future glory of Zion, 
instilled fervent faith, and kept them on the path of 
following God.

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Luther Hayden
in loving memory of John and Elizabeth Butterworth

JOHN THE BAPTIST 
John 1:29-33, Matthew 3:13-15, Luke 3:21

John was a prophet and relative of Jesus who not only 
foretold his coming but also baptized Jesus in faith. John 
wears the camel hair of an ascetic and holds a jewelled 
cross staf, preiguring the cruciixion. The shell at the 
left side of this window symbolizes baptism.

Gift of Luther C. Hayden
in loving memory of Ethel B. Hayden
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Created by the studio of Whittemore Associates, Inc., Boston, Massachusetts

KING DAVID 
Matthew, Luke, Books of Samuel, 1 Kings, 1 Chronicles

This panel shows David, a relative of the future Messiah 
annointed by God to be the future King of Israel, 
barefoot in reference to his journey up The Mount of 
Olives. There he mourned the pain of betrayal by both 
his son and his counselor Ahitophel.

In loving memory of James F. Hudson

MOSES THE LAW GIVER 
Isaiah

Moses led the persecuted Jews out of egypt to Canaan, 
the land of milk and honey. en route in Sinai, Moses 
received the 10 Commandments from God. In this 
window, we see the numbers 3 and 7, which depict 
these Commandments: “you shall not misuse the name 
of the LOrD your God, for the LOrD will not hold 
anyone guiltless who misuses his name” and “you 
shall not commit adultery”.

Given by Mrs Frances Leslie
in loving memory of James E Leslie

NOAH 
Genesis

This window shows Noah and the Ark which had 
carried the world’s animals and his family to solid 
ground. The dove that had indicated nearby land 
hovers above his gaze.

As a personalization, a baseball is shown at the bottom 
right and initials in tribute to a boy, to the left.

In loving memory of William J. Murphy
See page 31
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THE BEATITUDES 
Matthew 5:3-10

These healing Station windows, created in the 1960’s  
with white backgrounds and contemporary graphics, 
are similar in look to the Creation and St. Cecilia 
windows. Words from Matthew appear within the 
artwork, making this group unique.

And he opened his mouth and taught them

Dedication: M. Agnes Holbrook

Blessed are the poor in spirit
Blessed are they that mourn

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst
Blessed are the meek

Dedication: Mary E. Holbrook

Blessed are the pure in heart
Blessed are the peacemakers

Dedication: William Jason Holbrook

Blessed are ye when men revile ye
Blessed are they which are persecuted
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SAINT CECILIA, PATRON SAINT OF MUSIC 
feast Day, November 22

This Narthex window is singular in that it shows a 
personage or event not mentioned in the Bible. 

Cecilia was a young and beautiful noble who converted 
scores to the Christian faith, including her husband 
valerian and his brother Tiburtius. When valerian and 
Tiburtius were killed for burying Christian martyrs, 
Cecilia gave them an illegal burial. As a result of her 
transaction, she was given the choice to renounce her 
Christian faith or be killed.

She chose her faith, and therefore was condemned to 
die. After a failed sufocation, three strikes were made 
to behead her and she was left to perish.

She prayed for three days and nights, until she inally 
succumbed. She is named as the Patron Saint of Music 
because she professed to hear heavenly music in 
her heart.
 

Gladys Robinson and Albert Robinson
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THE SHEPHERD BOY 
Samuel 16:1-23

The youngest of Jesse’s sons, David was called from his 
sheep to see Samuel, a man appointed by God to anoint 
the coming King. 

As a shepherd, David had cared for and protected 
his sheep. As a king, David did the same with his 
people, defending them from harm and keeping 
them in the ways of the Lord.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
John 10:11-18

This window shows Christ carrying a shepherd’s staf 
and lovingly caring for a young sheep. he is surrounded 
by white lilies, symbolizing life everlasting.

In the Bible, Jesus tells of a hired hand versus a good 
shepherd. The good shepherd is willing to lay down 
his life for his lock, just as Jesus was willing to lay 
down his for humanity.

THE LOST SHEEP 
Luke 10:29-37

When one sheep is lost, a shepherd will leave the lock 
to ind it, and will rejoice at its return. So it is that a 
sinner who repents will be received and rejoiced in 
heaven. The dove above symbolizes the holy ghost.

These three windows are a gift of the Women’s Guild
in loving memory of Bessie Tirrell Nevin
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JESUS HOLDS THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS 
Mark 5:21, Matthew 9:18-26, Luke 8:40-56

Jesus is called to cure the twelve-year old daughter of 
Jairus. (In some versions of the story, she has already 
died.) On the way to Jairus’ home, a woman with a 
twelve-year-old illness is cured by touching the robe 
of Jesus. When he inally arrives at Jairus’ home, Jesus 
miraculously “awakens” Jairus’ daughter.

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Hilton Corrigan
in loving memory of  Ethel Winifred Corrigan

COME UNTO ME 
Matthew 11:28

With the words “Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest...” Jesus 
invited his people to share their burden with him, so 
that he could make it light.

Gift of Mrs. Joseph D. Sewall
in loving memory of Joseph D. Sewell

JESUS HEALS THE BLIND BARTIMAEUS 
Mark 10:46-52

While in Jericho, Jesus and his disciples were 
approached by a blind beggar named Bartimaeus. he 
asked for his sight to be restored, a wish Jesus granted 
because of his faith.

Given by Louise Hudson
in loving memory of A Christian Soldier,

Lt. Colonel John E. Holtl
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THE CREATION 
Genesis 

Like the Beatitudes and the St. Cecilia windows, 
these designs were conceived to admit the maximum 
amount of light through the extensive use of “silvery 
white quarries”. 

The 4 lancets, or sets of vertical twos, were described 
by Wilbur herbert Burnham, Designers and Craftsmen 
in Stained Glass in this manner:

The left lancet depicts the beginnings of the creation by 
representing a symbolic igure of God the Father and 
his creation of light or day and darkness or night.

Lancet No. 2 shows the dry land, earth, and the 
gathering of the waters called the seas.

Lancet No. 3 symbolizes the creation of birds and fowls 
of the air, great whales and living creatures that inhabit 
the waters.

Lancet No. 4 depicts living creatures of the earth and, 
inally, the creation of Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of eden.

Symbols in the tracery, lanked by adoring angels: 
Alpha and Omega (Advent), Six-pointed Star of the East 
(Christmas), Three crowns (Epiphany), Chalice (Lent), 
Crown of Thorns (Easter), Rising sun (Ascension), 
Holy Spirit (Whitsunday), Triangle (Trinity).

Created by the studio of Wilbur Herbert Burnham, Boston, Massachusetts 29
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